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Louisa-Muscatine 
CSD 
we are l-m 

where falcons soar, students learn, school rocks and character rules!

The 2024 General Election 
will be held on Tuesday, 

November 5, 2024. Polling 
locations will be open on 

Election Day from 7:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m.

Our bond resolution for a 
new gym & locker rooms will 

be on the ballot.

We are hosting a Community 
Bond Referendum 

Q & A session on Tuesday, 
October 29th. 

The 
session will take place in 

our high school 
cafeteria beginning at 8pm. 



Please take a moment to read this letter from our 
School Board President, Scott Wilson.



● Due to locker room door locations in the current gym, we lose space to seat another 150
spectators.

The Board is asking the voters to consider the issues above when voting for the bond measure
on the November ballot.

The Board plans to use existing and future funds to cover $3.5 million of the $11 million project.
This will provide taxpayers with a lower burden of this project. The elementary building was paid
off in 2012 and if this bond passes, taxpayers of Louisa Muscatine will still have a lower rate
compared to neighboring districts. Louisa-Muscatine has one of the lowest rates in southeast
Iowa. Louisa-Muscatine is the smallest ask of all the school bond referendums in Iowa this
November (see table below). The Board takes this bond measure seriously and the potential
burden it puts on our residents. The Board believes we have done everything we can to keep
the costs down and provide a facility that allows the students and community to enjoy.

If you have questions about how your property tax will be impacted, please contact me or the
school district office. We have some tax tables that provide an estimate on the tax impact. Of
course, these are estimates and do not take into account all the tax credits you are eligible for.

Seating Capacity in the Conference

School Name Gyms in High School Main gym capacity

Central Lee 2 1400

Columbus Community 2 1400

Durant 2 900

Highland 2 1200

Lone Tree 2 1000

Mediapolis 3 1200

New London 2 950

Van Buren 2 700

Waco 2 750

Wapello 2 700

West Liberty 2 1200

Wilton 3 1300

Winfi eld 2 950
Louisa Muscatine 1 530



School District bond referendums on 2024 ballots
Highlighted are SEIC schools

School Amount on Ballot for Fall 2024

Marshall own   $57,000,000

Le Mars    $49,970,000

Fairfield $38,515,000

Glenwood CSD   $36,000,000

Emmetsburg $29,750,000



   Lewis Centra $30,000,000

Van Buren County     $29,000,000

Williamsburg    $22,335,000

Central Point-Urbana  $20 615,000

Westwood $18,600,000

Hampton-Dumont  $17,000,000

Lawton-Bronson  $16,955,000

   West Fork    $16,885,000

   Aplington-Parkersburg $16,500,000

   Martensdale-St Marys $15,950,000

   Monticello    $15,000,000

   GMC-Green Mountain $12,300,000

   Hinton     $11,870,000

   Earlham    $10,000,000

Louisa-Muscatine  $8,895,000



The L-M Board of Directors has approved a vote on a general obligation (GO) bond resolution of $8,895,000 for a compet-
itive secondary school gym with locker rooms. This will be on the ballot during the November 5, 2024, general election. 
The project costs $11,241,600, with $8,895,000 coming from the GO bond and the remaining $2,346,600 indebtedness desig-
nated as a PPEL/SAVE expenditure. 
 Our competitors have practice, competition, and performance advantages over our students at L-M. None of our 
facilities are large enough to eff ectively run a two-court practice.  Having only two gyms in the district with no auditori-
um is a huge detriment to programs.  We currently att empt to share our two gyms between junior high athletics, senior 
high athletics, youth league athletics, community events, play practice/performances, band practice/performances, dance 
practice/performance, cheerleading, fl ag practice/performance, choir practice/performance, numerous club events (FFA, 
BPS & FCCLA), and other school events. Our JH/SH gym seating capacity is not large enough to allow all our student 
body to sit on one side of the gym to accommodate assemblies or guest speakers.  As you can see from the following 
chart, our competitors do not have these limitations. 

New Gym and Locker Room ConsiderationNew Gym and Locker Room Consideration

Below, you will fi nd how our gym/auditorium quantity and varsity gym seating capacity 
compare to our competitors.

Gyms in School Varsity Gym Seating Gyms in District Auditorium in District

Central Lee 2 1,400 3 No

Columbus 2 1,000 3 Yes

Durant 2 900 2 Yes

Highland 2 1,200 3 No

Lone Tree 2 1,000 3 No

Mediapolis 3 1,200 3 Yes

New London 2 950 2 Yes

Van Buren 2 700 4 No

WACO 2 750 3 No

Wapello 2 700 3 Yes

West Burlington 2 1,130 3 Yes

West Liberty 1JH/1SH 1,200 3 Yes

Wilton 3 1,300 3 No

WMU 2 950 2 No

Louisa-Muscatine 1 530 2 No

The Louisa-Muscatine High School gym was completed in 1964 with a seating capacity of 600 for a 

high school (9-12) with 160 students. Bleachers were replaced in 1995, reducing the seating capaci-

ty to 540 (-60) due to adding walkways.  In 2014 handicapped cutouts were implemented, resulting 

in our current 530 seating capacity gym. The current bleachers have less than ten years of life left in 

them. With required handicapped modifi cations and recommended spacing between the basketball 

court and the fi rst row, it is possible that we lose an additional 80 seats with new bleachers resulting 

in a seating capacity of 460 with a projected JH/SH (7-12)  student population of 350. 



1. L-M will have the same seating capacity as Highland, Mediapolis, and West Liberty.
2. L-M will be able to have assemblies with all the staff and student body on one side 

of the gym.
3. With two gyms, the fine arts programs and clubs (FFA, BPS, & FCCLA) will have 

more accessibility to gym space for practice, performance, events, and contests.
4. The new gym will be prime for youth practice, programming, and tournaments.
5. There will be a designated gym for Junior High PE classes and Senior High PE 

classes.
6. There will be a separation of Junior High and Senior High locker rooms.
7. Practice space would become the equivalent of our competitors.
8. More practice space allows youth league teams to practice earlier and get home.
9. L-M would have the gym space to host large tournaments and have enough seating 

for both spectators and athletes.  
10. L-M would have the seating capacity to be eligible to host sub-state play in vol-

leyball, basketball, and wrestling.
11. The new gym is in an area that would be conducive to open gyms for the stu-

dents and the general public. 
12. It would be a source of pride for the school and community.

FALCON PRIDE!

What Are Other Districts Asking For?

A Louisa-Muscatine board has yet to ask the district’s citizens to vote on a GO bond since the building of 
the elementary school in 1992. A school district can only go before the local voters with a bonding 

question during the November 5th general election.  Below are the known districts that will ask their 
voters to consider a property tax bond this fall.  The amount of the bond is also given.  As you can see, the 
Louisa-Muscatine board is cognizant of what they ask local taxpayers to consider.  We are asking less of 

our property owners than any other district asks in the state.

Marshalltown $57,000,000 Hampton-Dumont $17,000,000
Le Mars $49,970,000 Lawton-Bronson $16,955,000
Fairfi eld $38,515,000 West Fork $16,885,000
Glenwood CSD $36,000,000 Aplington-Parkersburg $16,500,000
Emmetsburg $29,750,000 Martensdale-St Marys $15,950,000
Lewis Central $30,000,000 Monticello $15,000,000
Van Buren County $29,000,000 GMC-Green Mountain $12,300,000
Williamsburg $22,335,000 Hinton $11,870,000
Central Point-Urbana $20,615,000 Ealham $10,000,000
Westwood $18,600,00 Louisa-Muscatine $8,895,000




